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FOR THE PRO PARKS 2000 LEVY
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“Peaple come to parks with stmple needs: rest,
relaxation, recreation and respite from the city.
Good parks meet these needs, but then also
respond to deeper yearnings, giving us ideas,
hope, and a sense of possibility in our own lives
and communities . . . Parks, in turn, broaden our
own capacity to imagine . . . The key is to offer a
rich variety of experiences that spark the
imagination and illuminate what it means to

be fully alive.”

Steve Coleman, “The Invisible Park”
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ART PLAN

Overview

We are at a unique and unprecedented moment in Seattle’s im-
pressive history of exemplary public art — a moment to think on
a wholly different scale, to reach for a commanding vision to
drive the creation of public art in parks. With $1.2 million in
public art funding through the Pro Parks 2000 Levy, Seattle can
envision and realize inspired public artworks in selected parks

throughout the city within the short time span of six years.

The Pro Parks Art Plan challenges artists to create significant

public artworks — works with an emphasis on art that derives

content and meaning from a full and thoughtful understanding
of urban parks — whose concepts spring from an urban natural
setting and become tangibly embedded in the earth of a chosen
park. These artworks will establish a physical and conceptual
network of art elements strategically located throughout Seattle’s
park system that will leave indelible impressions and enhance

the experience of a variety of parks.

The Pro Parks Art Plan calls for artists to establish uniquely
imaginative artistic zones or places in parks. The art envisioned

by this plan will not exist in isolation but in relation with other




park elements. Each artwork will establish its own pattern of
interactive use that recognizes and complements the purposes
and functions associated with other areas of the park. In ac-
knowledging that urban parks are essentially about a natural
place within the city, the Seattle Arts Commission will ask art-
ists to use nature as a resource and medium, so that the art-
works will enhance people’s ability to relate to and respect the
natural world. By bringing an artistic voice into our parks, we

enliven and enhance them.

The resulting public artworks will enrich people’s lives by con-
necting them more tangibly to parks while also transporting
them beyond their normal frame of reference. This plan envi-
sions artworks that beckon people again and again. Art will spark
the imagination of visitors, inspire thoughts and feelings, and
bring to mind ideas about the balance between humans and
nature. It will strengthen the web of connections among indi-
viduals, communities, and natural elements within our urban
environment. Through the Pro Parks Levy, remarkable public
art and strong contemporary landscape design will welcome
people into parks. Their interactions with places of meaning
will build a heritage for all generations and contribute to a more

deeply rooted sense of community.

WHAT IS AN URBAN PARK?

® The life and meaning of urban parks is layered and complex.

» They provide people a very different set of possibilities from
other urban public spaces.

e Urban parks provide a meaningful connection fo the natural
within the built environment .

When we think about parks, it is easy to presume that we under-
stand implicitly what parks are, what they mean and how they
work for people. After all, most of us have strong memories and
feelings associated with parks. But we should examine our
assumptions and understandings about parks in order to site art in

them.

While is would be easy to limit the definition of an urban park to
a simple notion of green space in a city used for structured
recreation or passive relaxation, parks are much more layered
and complex. Urban parks are clearly public places, yet they
differ from other public places in the urban environment, such as
downtown open spaces, plazas and lobbies of office and govern-
ment buildings, water treatment or health services facilities. While
these other places are mostly occupied with the “business” of work
and life, parks are essentially divorced from the task-oriented part
of a day or week. They fulfill different needs by providing space
for recreation, reflection, and restoration. Being in a park or open
space can help us “shift gears,” and create more open space in
our consciousness. This might all happen on an unconscious,
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Many urban parks are comprised of diverse elements and
characteristics rolled together in different configurations. The main
unifying element in parks, however, is the presence of nature.
Within that framework, the other elements that exist in any given .
park depend on its size and location. Seattle parks can typically
include a combination of open space, diverse views, visual or
physical access to water, a variety of wooded and landscaped
areas, meadows, many kinds of paths, play equipment, picnic






